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Duplin County Planning Department 
County Administration Building 

PO Box 910 224 Seminary St 
Kenansville, North Carolina  28349 

Phone: 910-296-2102  Fax: 910-296-2107 
 

Minutes  
Duplin County Planning Board 

11-9-2010 
 

 
Members Present Tina Murphy, Marshall Britt, Charles Edwards Jr., Bobby Jean 

Rivenbark , J.B. Merritt and Allen Holmes 
 
Members absent None 
 
Others Present Randall Tyndall, Johnny Williams, Brent Whitfield, and Titus 

Swinson family members (5) 
 
A meeting of the Duplin County Planning Board was held at the County Commissioners 
Board Room on November 9, 2010.  The meeting was called to order at approximately 
7:30 p.m.  The planner advised all present that the meeting was being recorded and to 
please silence their cell phones.  
 
Members were requested to review and approve, disapprove or amend the minutes of the 
10-12-2010 meeting.  There being no corrections nor amendments, a motion was made, 
seconded, and approved to record the minutes as written.  
 
The board members were requested to review the draft agenda and provided additions, 
deletions, and amendments.  No additions were made by the board members, but one 
additional item of new business was added by the County Planner Tyndall.  The agenda 
was approved.  
 
The board members were requested to review the agenda and disclose any potential 
“conflicts of interest”. The board determined that no potential conflicts existed.  No 
disclosures were made. 
 
Under OLD BUSINESS, the following items were discussed: 
 
The Planner reported that he had prepared and signed for the chairman a letter of 
endorsement of the proposed Farmland Protection Plan for Mr. Gottwals to present to 
other County entities as part of the approval process.  He also reported that the plan had 
been recommended as the Agricultural Strategic Plan by the VAD.  Efforts were being 
made to combine the Agribusiness Council and have the Agricultural Board (VAD) 
become a sub-committee of that group in order to get better participation in gathering a 
quorum for decision making authority.  Additional information would be made available 
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at a later time.  Draft Agribusiness Bylaws and draft VAD ordinance revisions had been 
submitted to the County attorney for input. 
 
The interpretation of 50ft access/ingress/egress easement IAW Duplin County 
Subdivision Ordinance was restated as approved by the Planning board.  Interpretation 
was that the 50 ft access was required from the road to the residence or from the house to 
the highway. 

 
A reminder of invitation to Community Collaboration regarding preparation for industrial 
incidents in Duplin County was made and an additional copy of the invitation was 
distributed to each board member; meeting to be held:  November 10, 2010 at Ed Emory 
Auditorium at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Under NEW BUSINESS, the following items were discussed: 
 
Dora Evans wished to convey a lot shown on a proposed plat. There was 105’ of road 
frontage that narrows to 15’ before it widens back out into an area that met all 
requirements. The buyer understood that they must meet side setbacks which will most 
likely meant the home would be at the back of the lot as shown on the proposed plat. The 
concern was where the lot narrows. Ms. Evans requested variance of the 120ft road 
frontage requirement.  The parcel proposed plat, the ortho photography from the GIS 
system, and a soils type layer were all reviewed for consideration and alternative 
compliance solutions.  Concerning comments presented on behalf of the Planning 
department were discussed.   A motion was made, seconded, and approved by vote of the 
board as proposed. 
 
Ray Smith wished to divide the workshop from the remaining portion of their parcel as 
an estate planning recommendation from their attorney.  There were no livable structures 
on the new parcel, but the shop did have an existing septic system that was included on 
the surveyed lot. They requested a variance from the 50’ easement to a 20’ easement. 
 Their estate attorney has advised them that a 50’ easement may interfere with future 
family business and they want to keep their options open and felt that 20’ of easement 
was sufficient.  A motion was made, seconded, and approved by vote of the board as 
submitted. 
 
The Titus Swinson family already had on record has a 20-25’ easement to access 6 lots 
previously divided as family division of land. One of the lots needed to be further divided 
for mortgage purposes and a deed of trust. Ownership would not change.  They simply 
had issues on getting financing on the entire 2 acres with their land home package.  
Members of the Titus Swinson spoke and validated the intentions of the family on the 
division of this land.   A motion was made, seconded, and approved by vote of the board 
as submitted. 
 
Bill Wells requested he be allowed to sell Lot 9 shown on the plat of Chadwick Acres to 
the owner of Lot 8 which already had a home.  Lot 9 would be deeded to the same 
person. At this time there was no intention of building a new home of Lot 9.  The DOT 
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punch list for this subdivision was completed per Mr. Wells except for the type of asphalt 
used. The wrong type was used therefore DOT did not approve this. Since no residence is 
being placed here Mr. Wells would like approval to sell Lot 9.  The Planning Department 
recommended to the surveyor a “recombination of Lot 8 and Lot 9.  After discussion, a 
motion was made, seconded, and approved by vote of the board to allow the sale of lot 9 
as requested without conditions. 

 
Wilbur B. Usher requested to divide 4 parcels along Providence Church Road.  1 of these 
parcels would be served by a 50ft access/ingress/egress easement from the highway to the 
parcel.  A recommendation of the Planning Department to the surveyor was to plat the 
“proposed” residential footprints along the easement for clarification to the board to 
squelch previous concerns regarding development along access easements. A motion was 
made, seconded, and approved by vote of the board without conditions. 

 
Robert G. Cherry and wife wised to combine an additional 1.16 acre to an existing 0.80 
acre along NC Hwy 11 northeast of Kenansville.  This property was being acquired thru 
family division of property.   The Planning Department staff commented to the surveyor 
that the 0.80 portion of this parcel already has a residential structure on it.  The parcel 
was non-compliant with 2003 subdivision ordinance in that it is less than 120 ft at road 
front (110 ft).   Concerns were that if approved the 1.16 acre could potentially be 
developed into multiple lots without space for the 50ft access easement.  A motion was 
made, seconded, and approved by vote of the board as submitted without conditions. 
 
Under OTHER ITEMS, the following were discussed: 
 
The County Planner Tyndall updated the board of the below listed items: 
 Recent Flooding Outcome Update and continuing efforts – limited damage  

Strategic Plan Update had been conducted as scheduled November 8, 2010  
  
Announcement of the next meeting is currently scheduled for December 14, 2010 at the 
County Commissioners meeting room at 7:00 p.m.  Having no additional business to be 
considered, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:45 p.m. 
 
 
Submitted for consideration:    Randall G. Tyndall, County Planner 


